
Desert Green XXIX 
      presented by 

Designing Resilient Landscapes in the Southwest  
Wednesday, October 1 and Thursday, October 2, 2025 

 

 
Sponsored By:   Nevada Chapter, American Society of Landscape Architects, Nevada Shade Tree Council, Southern Nevada Arborist Group,  
Southern Nevada Golf Course Superintendents Association,  Southern Nevada Irrigation Association, Southern Nevada Water Authority, 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Western Chapter International Society of Arboriculture  

 

 Wednesday, October 1, 2025 
6:30am Registration Opens 

7:00-7:45 Early Bird: Jeff Anderson - Water and the Earth’s Internet ‘Making the Connections’ 

7:45-8:00 Welcome  

8:00-9:00 KEYNOTE: Dr. Kevin Smith – How Trees Resist Heat and Drought Stress 

 SPANISH  IRRIGATION PLANTS ARBORICULTURE PESTICIDE I 

9:00-10:00 

Norm Schilling  
Principios de diseño y instalación 
sostenibles para paisajes 
resilientes 

Jim Borneman 
Drip for the Future 
Developing Drip Systems that 
are Adaptable as Landscapes 
Mature. 

ML Robinson   
Natures Survivors Learning from 
Climate Smart Plant 

Dr. Drew Peltier  
Understanding Drought and 
Heat Threats to Tree Growth 
and Survival in the Southwest 

Dr. Phillip Lujan 
Urban Tree Diseases and 
Management 
 

10:00-10:30 Morning Break  

10:30-11:30 

Frank Saldana  
Enfoque de poda y 
mantenimiento para la 
resiliencia: sincronización 
estacional, reducción del estrés y 
prevención de riesgos en climas 
desérticos. 

Doug Donahue 
Who Did That? 
Common Irrigation Mistakes 

Nick Shipley 
Greening the Asphalt: Smart 
Tree and Plant Selection for the 
Built Environment  

Molly Sinnott  
When Trees Lawyer Up: An 
Arborist’s Experience 

Dr. Phillip Lujan 
Abiotic Stress of Urban Plants 
and Using Microbials within an 
Integrated Disease Management 
Program 

11:30-12:30 

Wister Dorta 
Manteniendo paisajes en 
tiempos de calor 

Ben Coffey 
Smart Controllers in the Desert 
Southwest 

Dan Goodspeed  
Outwit, Outgrow, Outlast – 
Survivor Plants for the 
Southwest  

Juan Barba 
Thunderstorms and Tree 
Retention 

Dr. Leslie Beck 
Weed Management in Urban 
and Landscape Areas 

12:30-1:30 Lunch (included in registration) 

1:30-2:30 

Simeon de Rosas 
Reconocimiento y interpretación 
de síntomas y daños en especies 
arbóreas 

Doug Donahue 
ReSilient Irrigation Systems in 
the Southwest 

Judy Mielke 
Cooler Roots Happier Plants 
Organic Vs Rock mulch  

Juan Barba   
Taming Lightning- The Flash 
Before the Roar 

Dr. Leslie Beck 
Principles of Organic & 
Alternative Herbicides 

2:30-3:30 

Raul Gonzalez  
Descifrando los ‘Misterios’ 
eléctricos de un sistema de riego 

Andy Belingheri 
Getting a Grip on Drip 

Carianne Funicelli  
The Power of Plant Choice to 
Support Pollinators  

Russ Thompson  
Physiological Disorders 
Encountered in the Desert 
Southwest 

ML Robinson & Jeffrey Anderson 
Palm Disorders: Fact or Fiction 

3:30-4:30 

Ricardo Vazquez 
Rescate Aéreo 

Dr. Azadeh Alizadeh 
Cool Roots & Happy Plants: The 
Power of Shading and Irrigation 

Dr. Jacqueline Soule 
Year-Round Landscape Color 
 

Dr. Ed Mulrean   
Landscape Design and 
Maintenance for Southwest 
Trees 

ML Robinson 
Integrated Pest Management 

4:30-6:00 INDUSTRY GAME NIGHT Stay and Play – Includes 1 Free Drink 

 

Thursday, October 2, 2025 
6:30am Registration Opens 

7:00-7:45 Early Bird: Dr. Ed Mulrean - Photography for Landscape Professionals 

 TURFGRASS MANAGEMENT IRRIGATION LANDSCAPE DESIGN ARBORICULTURE PESTICIDE II 

8:00-9:00 

Dr Jim Baird 
Summer Turf Science: Insights 
from UCR’s Warm-Season Turf 
Trials 

Jim Borneman 
Effective Turf Irrigation 
The Do’s and Don’ts of Turf 
Irrigation to Maximize Every 
Drop of Landscape Water 

David Baird 
Seeing: A Search for Beauty and 
Truth 
 

Eddie Rodriguez  
Understanding the Impacts of 
Urban Heat Island on Landscapes 

ML Robinson 
Knowing and Understanding 
Arachnids 

9:00-10-00 

Alan Dungey 
Roots of Success: Enhancing 
Athletic Field Efficiency Through 
Cultural Management 

Andy Belingheri 
Timing is Everything 
How Long and How Often Do I 
Water That?? 

Chris Langham, RLA 
Place Making with Purpose 
 

Frank Saldana  
Resilient Tree Placement and 
Spacing: Preventing Competition 
and Infrastructure Conflict While 
Maximizing Health and Shade 

Wister Dorta 
South American Palm Weevil 
Update 

10:00-10:30 Morning Break 

10:30-11:30 

Jared Roseguist 
Lawn and Order 
Alternative Ways to Stay Green, 
Cool, and Natural While Obeying 
the Law 

Ben Coffey 
Flow Management Basics 

Dr. Jacqueline Soule 
Planting for Pollinators and 
People 
 
 

Joe Noriega   
The Science and Service of Palms 

Jake Dick 
Noxius Weeds 
 

11:30-12:30 

Krystal Abbott 
Greener Pastures in the Desert: 
Sustainable Turfgrass Solutions 

Scott Bowen 
Selling Water Management: 
Show the Value, Close the Deal 

Matthew Parker, RLA  
Don’t Water It Down: Designing 
Without Irrigation 

Brad Daseler 
What Science Tells Us About 
Tree Success 

Frank Santiago 
Beyond the Turf: Winning the 
War on Weeds 

12:30-2:00 Awards Luncheon and RAFFLE 

2:00-3:00 

Lorabeth West-Catterson 
Technology Integration for 
Turfgrass Management 

Dr. Dale Devitt 
Salinity the Silent Killer: The 
Impact of Salinity on Trees and 
Plants 

Panayoti Kelaidis 
Worldscaping: Exploring the Dry 
Regions of the World for 
Inspiration and Plants for the 
Mojave Region 

John Crandell 
High Risk, High Responsibility: 
Safe Practices in Tree Work 

Rick Cronkhite 
Laws & Regulations 
 

3:00-4:00 

Dr. Lindsey Hoffman Chappell 
Efficiency in Extremes: 
Tools and Techniques for 
Maximizing Turfgrass Quality 
and Reducing Management 
Inputs in Desert Environments 

Kevin Battistoni 
Wi-Fi Mastery: Empowering 
Green Industry Pros to Connect, 
Sell, and Succeed 

John L’Etoile, RLA 
Blueprint of Humanity: The 
Intersection of Culture and 
Landscape Architecture 

Dr. Alison Sloat   
Las Vegas Urban Forest Center: 
Training Arborists and Planting 
Trees 

Dr. Jacqueline Soule 
The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 
- Ten Beneficial Insects 

 
  

 

South Point Hotel, Casino and Spa 
9777 Las Vegas Blvd South ~ Las Vegas, NV 89183 

southpointcasino.com 

  

Unmatched value and unparalleled comfort 
coexist in each of their welcoming guest 
rooms.   

$59.00 per night (Tues – Thurs) 



QUESTIONS? Call 702.420.7079 
Registration fax: 714.639.9450 

desertgreen@epicentermgmt.us 

DESERT GREEN XXIX 
 

 

ATTENDEE REGISTRATION (Copy for more than 2 registrations — 10% discount for 5+ attendees from one company. Must pay together) 

 

Name        E-Mail        Veg Lunch 
 

Name        E-Mail        Veg Lunch 
Organization:        Phone        
Address                 
City        State     Zip       

 

___Full Conference ($275/$305 after September 20) (Includes continental breakfast both days,  

        refreshments at breaks, drink ticket, handouts, lunch on Wednesday and awards luncheon on Thursday)  
 

____One-Day Registration ($175/$205 after Sept 20)   WEDS  THURS    
          circle single day preference 

___Student Conference Rate ($125/$155 after Sept 20) 
 

        ___One Day Student Rate ($70/$100 after Sept 20)     WEDS  THURS 
          circle single day preference 

___Sponsor a student ($125 donation)        Total Remittance:    
        

Credit Card #______ _______________________    ______ Expires ________________ CVV#___________ 
 

To pay by check - Complete form and send payable to Desert Green Foundation c/o Epicenter Management, 31910 Country Club Drive, Porterville, CA  93257  
 

      SPONSOR DETAILS – Check out the expanded Trade Show Floor online www.desert-green.org 

 
PLATINUM - $5000.00 
 10 X 30 BOOTH  

 Three registrations  

 Prominent position listing 
on website with link 

 Prominent recognition on 
signs, programs and 
handouts 

 Awards Luncheon 
recognition   

 Company name on raffle 
ticket 

  

GOLD - $3000.00 
 10 X 20 BOOTH 

 Three registrations  

 Prominent position listing 
on website with link 

 Prominent recognition on 
signs, programs and 
handouts 

 Awards Luncheon 
recognition  

 Company name on raffle 
ticket 

  

SILVER - $2000.00 
 10 X 15 BOOTH  

 Two registrations  

 Listing on website w link 

 Special recognition on 
signs, programs and 
handouts 

 Company name on raffle 
ticket 

 
 
 
 

BRONZE - $1000.00 

 10 X 10 BOOTH 

 Two registrations  

 Listing on website  

 Recognition on signs,  
programs and handouts 

 Company name on raffle 
ticket 

  

   
  
 

Desert Green Foundation 
c/o Epicenter Management 
31910 Country Club Drive 
Porterville, CA 93257 
 

GREEN INDUSTRY GAME NIGHT! 
Thursday, October 1st, 4:30 - 6 p.m.  

Beverages, Food, No-Host Cocktails  
  

Free to ALL Green Industry Professionals! Conference registration not required. Invite 
your clients!  Conference attendees each receive a complimentary drink ticket. 

CONTACT:  SUZANNE SCHUBA 
SPONSOR / EXHIBIT COORDINATOR  
Telephone registration: 559.784.8734 

Trade Show Hours:  
 

Wednesday: 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
Thursday: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

  

Set up on Tuesday 9/30/25 


